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View from the Chair
Technically speaking our 90th anniversary has been and gone but I have left the logo in place above as a
reminder of what we had hoped to do, but also as a graphic reminder of how lucky we were that Mary
Ann Evans was born in 1819 and not 1820. Not to have been able to do what we actually did achieve
would have been heartbreaking. As it is, we have wonderful memories of many events, many new
friends and, I think, an increased awareness of George Eliot in Nuneaton and its environs, if nowhere
else. What we don’t yet have is the Visitor Centre, which really seemed to be within our grasp this time
last year. But of course, no one could have guessed that Whitbread, committed to contributing up to
£80K to the project, was about to enter a year in which they lost three quarters of a billion pounds, and
so their contribution is now pending. More details will follow when we know them.

Fellowship Website -www.georgeeliot.org
I have been surprised to see that a large number of our members have not yet visited the new
George Eliot Fellowship website which has been online for three months.
Much of the information about the Fellowship will increasingly appear on the website. If you
visit it you will see more additions made over the last two weeks. We now have a shop where
you can make credit/debit card purchases of things formerly only available at meetings.
Other new articles of interest include the annual lecture by Professor Gail Marshall. There is a
wonderful ten minute film of the late Bill Adams talking about their early days with the
Fellowship. There is also a film made in 1990 to accompany a GE exhibition in Nuneaton with a
special Victorian Lights at Christmas theme. The commentary is by Ann Robson, the curator of
the Museum who died a few weeks later of cancer at the age of 32. There an essay by local
resident Kay Farndon about her childhood links with Eliot, and more details of Vivienne Wood’s
adaptation of Silas Marner. You can also renew membership very easily via the website.

Support the Visitor Centre

The Covid pandemic has thrown more delays at the Visitor Centre project. Whitbreads have put their
contribution on hold, but all the time build costs are rising and we watch the weather apprehensively
lest a fall of snow collapses the shell of the building whose bricks and tiles we need for the rebuild; add
to that the fact that our Listed Building Consent and Planning Permission expire at the end of May and
you see how frustrating it all is.
What we are trying to do now is raise more funding to match the Whitbread amount, but there is huge
pressure on all funders as a result of Covid and time is running out.
The special CD produced by Gabriel Woolf and Rosalind Shanks as a fund raiser for the Visitor Centre is
still available. If you wish to pay by cheque please use the order form below, remembering to make the
cheque payable to George Eliot Visitor Centre. There is also an invitation to make an additional donation
(Gift Aided if possible)

The readings are also available as two podcasts. Download and pay for them on the website

…………………………………………………………………………………..
Please send your completed forms with a cheque payable to ‘George Eliot Visitor Centre’ to
39 Lower Road, Barnacle, Coventry CV7 9LD.
……… copy/ies of the Gabriel Woolf and Rosalind Shanks CD @ £10 each

……………………

I wish to make an additional donation to the GEVC (fill in box if you wish
to gift aid your donation – your signature is required for Gift Aid)
.
TOTAL ENCLOSED

….………………..

Gift Aid Declaration

Griff Preservation Trust

Registered charity 1183985

………………………

My name…………………………………………………………………………………

I/We wish to Gift Aid a donation to the Griff Preservation
Trust/George Eliot Visitor Centre

My address………………………………………………………………………………

I/We enclose £……………. as a donation to the work of Griff
Preservation Trust/George Eliot Visitor Centre

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Gift Aid adds 25% to your donation and costs only your
signature. Please sign below if you wish your donation to be
gift aided.
TAX DECLARATION
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid
claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my
responsibility to pay the difference.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Postcode……………………………………………………………………………….

Contact:
.
..
..............................................................Email……
…………… email/phone …………………………………………………..……………………
Signature………………………………………………………………………
Date………………………………………………………………………………

George Eliot Birthday Weekend – 22 November 2020
The event was very worthwhile and we were pleased to have gone ahead with something since
the Sunday was the actual birthday – 22nd November. There were some problems for people
registering and we hope to avoid those in future zoom events. Some 40 people took part and
we were very grateful to Lesley Smith for her enthusiastic talk about her involvement in the
bicentenary celebrations.
Earlier in the morning we took a wreath to the statue in the centre of Nuneaton, placing it
briefly at the obelisk, and a bouquet of flowers at the George Eliot Hospital statue. The local
paper did us proud, despite a mangling of my comments with those of the borough council.

Birthday wreaths at George Eliot Hospital, the obelisk in the Memorial Gardens and the town centre statue.
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/y_evbcTwOoUDqjH5sVWkXf9N2ChRODazmraBxWN6L6AerSwbncyk25WdZYnlj
o9X.HST7Dyrwif6OWWq6 Passcode: 5$TWVS2$ will give access to the recording of the birthday toast.

Mavis Addison
Mavis Addison was a local stalwart of the Fellowship, which
she joined in 1978, becoming a Life Member in 1982.
She loved literature, especially George Eliot, loved Nuneaton
and local history and was herself loved by a multitude of people
who were inspired by her as a primary school teacher.
She was a founder member of the local Ramblers, gave
wonderful service over many years to the Original Writing
section of Nuneaton Festival of Arts and supported local civic
amenity groups. She died just before Christmas of Covid 19,
having moved to a nursing home a year earlier.
Mavis is shown here laying a wreath for Nuneaton Festival of
Arts at the annual Nuneaton wreath laying in 2016. Her funeral
was held on 30 December, 2020.

Silas Marner abridged by Vivienne Wood,
illustrated by Sarah Moore.
We would love to think that all our members will want a copy of this delighful book. We know
that youngsters love it and the generosity of the Nicholas Chamberlaine Trust in Bedworth
enabled the Fellowship to give a copy to every primary school pupil in the Bedworth area.
But since then we have discovered that many adults also love this edition. The story is a delight
of course and the illustrations are beautiful, as the examples here show.

The illustrated edition has been a long time in the planning. Warwickshire County Council gave
us a grant to commission Sarah’s delightful illustrations back in 2016, and we then gained a
grant from the Nicholas Chamberlaine Trust to pay for the design and printing of the book.
A special meeting was called for local teachers before Christmas 2019 and they were given
copies as well as background information about George Eliot. In the New Year of 2020 over
4,000 copies were given to primary school children as a souvenir of the George Eliot
bicentenary. The Fellowship paid for extra copies so that we could sell them to the public.
The picture below shows Sarah and Viv examining Sarah’s pictures for the book back in 2016.
Later, Viv and our designer Myra Haywood decided how to use them in the text to produce the
lovely edition you can now purchase.

The pictures below were taken at the public launch of the book in February 2020, held at
Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre.

You can order copies of Silas Marner through our website store
(www.georgeeliot.org) or if you prefer to pay by cheque or cash for local Nuneaton
and Bedworth area delivery please send a cheque payable to ‘George Eliot
Fellowship’.
Copies are £5.00 each with post and packing £2.50 (up to four copies – please
contact 07773 413907 if you wish to order more).
Send your order to George Eliot Fellowship at 39 Lower Road, Barnacle, Coventry
CV7 9LD.
This will be a really permanent memorial for the bicentenary. We hope many
schools will use it. A special section for schools in planned for the website.

Programme for 2021
I have delayed this Newsletter for ten days or so in the hope that we would have more clarity
about future lockdowns, and the possibility of real meetings, trips and conferences.
The truth seems to be that the present situation is far worse than last March, hospitals are
being overwhelmed and there is a frantic race between the spreading virus and protecting the
vulnerable with the new vaccinations.
It seems likely that we will not be able to hold any real meetings this side of Easter. At its last
meeting the Fellowship Council decided to postpone any planned Middlemarch events until the
second half of the year. During the first half of the year it would be good to try to use zoom
meetings to have the presentations by speakers booked for last year. Full details will be in the
next Newsletter. Meanwhile, the Annual General Meeting will take place on zoom.

Annual General Meeting - Saturday 13 March at 2.30pm by zoom
Details of agenda, election of officers etc will be published in the next Newsletter. Please
make a note in your diaries. Zoom might enable us to have the best attended AGM for years.

Stop Press!!
Seven watercolours by Nuneaton artist Patty Townsend have been acquired at an auction on 6th
January. Alerted by Professor Philip Davis from Liverpool, plans were prepared to bid online (not Ebay)
but the pictures were withdrawn on the morning of the auction. They reappeared last week; Phil and I
hatched a plan and they were acquired. All are George Eliot related, were painted in 1887, possibly in
connection with the publication of George Eliot: Her Early Home. They have been in the Evans line ever
since. Apologies for the inferior quality of the auctioneer’s photos. More details in the next Newsletter.
Wouldn’t they be wonderful on display in the Visitor Centre?

Best wishes and Happy New Year to all our members and readers. John Burton, chairman. 07773 413907

